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States northwest of the River Ohio."    In passing this act
Congress made the following provision :
Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good govern-
ment and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of educa-
tion shall be forever encouraged.
The Ordinance of 1787 did not mention any plan whereby
this support of schools should be promoted, but an earlier
act had pointed the way. By the " Ordinance of 1785"
certain lands in the "Western territory" were to be
divided into townships, six miles square, and of the thirty-
six sections into which each township was subdivided,
section sixteen was to be set aside for the support of com-
mon schools. Hence, when ten days after the passage of
the Ordinance of 1787 a New England organization called
"The Ohio Company of Associates/' under the leadership
of Manasseh Cutler, was granted the right to purchase one
and one-half million acres in this territory, Congress pro-
Tided in the contract of sale :
The lot No. 16 in each township, or fractional part of a township,
to be given perpetually for the purposes contained in the said (1785)
Ordinance.
When Ohio was formally admitted to the Union in
1802, the policy of setting aside lands for school support
.had been generally recognized throughout the state, and
it was in turn extended to Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,'
and Wisconsin, which were eventually carved out of the
Northwest Territory. This endowment from the Federal
Government gave a special stimulus to the establishment
of schools in all these states during the transition period,
although the public system of education in these new
states took shape but slowly for various reasons. Inces-
sant warfare with the Indians, the wilderness, wretched
roads, and lack of transportation facilities tended to repel

